
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2015 the Executive Council approved the Training Plan Saba, which is a 5-year plan for the 

professional development of the civil servant apparatus.  Later in 2015 the Ministry of the Interior 

and Kingdom Affairs (BZK) allocated funds for the implementation of the plan. In 2016 initial steps 

were taken to start executing the Training Plan Saba.  A series of trainings and workshops were 

organized either for the general development of all civil servants or for specific departments. 

 

 

These sessions, led by the Island Secretary, consisted of meetings designed to create dialogue 

between the civil servants.   Topics discussed ranged from the basic responsibilities and expectations 

of civil servants to the promotion of Saba as a tourist destination.  The opportunity was also taken to 

have civil servants complete a questionnaire on the types of training they felt were important for 

their personal development, both individually and within their respective departments. 

  

Soft skills training has been organized for the entire civil servant apparatus, focusing on skills such as 

customer service (both internal and external), problem solving, communication, and time 

management.  Each training session ended with a team building exercise that tested perseverance, 

creativity, and team spirit.  This training will continue into 2017. (Continued on Page 4) 
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Local food production for the commercial market is very limited on Saba. The majority of food products 

are imported from the USA. Importing food causes the market prices to be high and the quality to be low. 

The Public Entity is currently negotiating the leasing of land, which will be used for agricultural purposes. 

This land will be utilized as a horticulture production site, which will produce fruit and vegetables for the 

local super markets. This pilot project will take place in cooperation with the Organoponics Farm in the 

Level. The Island Government aims for both sites to be able to produce a significant quantity of 

vegetables, fruits and indigenous trees. This will increase the utilization of the island’s natural resources 

and will also contribute to keeping Saba green! 

 

Persons, who are interested in producing their own crops, are encouraged to go to the Agricultural 

Station where they can purchase seeds. They sell a variety of seeds; lettuce, cucumber, tomato, cabbage, 

seasoning pepper, onion and corn.  There is also a guppy breeding farm at the station. The employees 

place these guppies in cisterns around the island. If persons believe that they need more guppies, they are 

welcomed to get some here.  

 

 

 

  

Agriculture – Leasing of Land  
 

Agriculture in Schools 

 

Commissioner Wilson stated, “The youth of Saba are no longer connected with agriculture and they need 

to become connected once again”. Sacred Heart School along with Saba Comprehensive School are both 

excited to bring agriculture back to the schools. This will be a hands-on experience for the students, where 

they will be able to work in a complete cycle, from the planting of seeds to watching it grow into a plant 

that will produce food. Students will also learn the benefits of growing and eating fresh foods. Bringing 

agriculture back into our community begins with our youth, the leaders of tomorrow.  

Organoponics Farm in The Level 
Organoponics Farm, The Level 
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Tourism Action Plan 

In August, the Tourism Action plan 2016-2018 

was finalized and included elements such as 

plans for new marketing materials, strengthening 

Saba’s relationship with neighboring islands, 

investing in the Fort Bay Harbor and its moorings, 

and supporting private initiatives in the tourism 

sector.  

Already there has been some positive progress 

with these plans. A new brochure has been 

completed, which will be distributed in key areas 

in St. Maarten and St. Barths. Plans are also 

underway for the upgrading of Saba’s mooring 

system, including 10 new moorings and 2 super 

yacht moorings, and a brochure which will be 

distributed to yachting communities. Later in 

November a fact-finding trip to St. Barths will 

occur, where meetings will be arranged with 

tourism stakeholders and plans will be made for 

building a stronger relationship between Saba 

and St. Barth’s. The Public Entity has been 

working closely with Winair, to incorporate a 

twice weekly flight through St. Barths. These 

flights will begin in January 2017, coming from St. 

Barths to Saba on Friday and returning from Saba 

to St. Barths on Sunday.   

  

In October 2015, The Saba Tourist Bureau 

entered into a two year contract with a firm in 

New York, called D&DPR which promotes Saba 

on the US market. To accomplish this, D&DPR 

sends writers, journalists and bloggers to Saba 

who then submit pieces about Saba to some of 

the top magazines in America. During the first 

year there have been articles about Saba in 

publications such as the New York Times, 

Chicago Sunday Times, Caribbean Journal, The 

Smithsonian, Islands Magazine, Luxury Travel 

Advisor, Jet Setter, Fox News, and Flicks & Food. 

Saba also recently had the great experience of 

being on the cover of Go Escape, which is USA 

Today’s travel magazine. 

We are looking forward to working with D&DPR 

during the upcoming year to explore more 

options for targeting the US market.  

 

 

ThirdEye Integrated, an Emmy winning television 

production company based in Puerto Rico, 

produces the travel program “Isla Y Vuelta”. The 

show helps viewers to see how easy it is to travel 

to other beautiful Caribbean Destinations in 

order to enjoy beauty, history, culture, music as 

well as traditional cuisine.   

The crew of 5 persons, under the command of 

production manager Harold Jeserun, arrived on 

Saba on October 11th.  Our thanks to Winair and 

staff for assisting with complimentary airfare for 

the crew and ensuring they were able to fly over 

the following morning with their equipment.  

The crew spent the next 2 days extensively 

filming the island and its attractions, including 

students of the Sacred Heart School signing the 

Saba Anthem, Budu and His Drummers, the Saba 

Spice Steel Orchestra and much more! We 

extend our thanks to all who assisted in one way 

or another to make this venture a success.   

The Saba documentary will air on Puerto Rican 

television late November or early December and 

we will also receive a copy to use locally.  

Tourism on Saba 
 

New Brochure for Saba, Designed by Malachy Magee 

ThirdEye Integrated Film Crew Visits Saba 

 

US PR Firm D&D PR 
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Representative from Flagler College visits Saba 

 

Island Secretary Tim Muller, Commissioner of Education 

Bruce Zagers and Flagler Representative Judi Marino 

(Continued From Cover) 

 

Dutch Courses of varying levels, organized 

through the Saba Reach Foundation, were made 

available for civil servants interested in learning 

or improving their Dutch.  The most recent Dutch 

Courses were scheduled during working hours as 

an added incentive for civil servants to 

participate. 

 

Microsoft Word and Excel (certified) courses are 

offered through the Saba Reach Foundation, and 

were also scheduled during working hours. 

 

With the generous assistance of the Princess 

Juliana Airport on St. Maarten security personnel 

from the Airport participated in a 3-day exchange 

program. In the program they worked along with 

the security personnel of one of the busiest 

airports in the Caribbean region, gaining more 

experience. 

 

Planning for 2017 is already underway.  The 

Island Secretary is meeting with various 

department heads to organize training for their 

respective departments.  In addition, a tailored 

management training program is also in the 

works. 

Flagler College is located in the oldest city of 

America, St. Augustine, Florida and currently has 

2,878 students enrolled, who have the 

opportunity to choose from 31 majors and 36 

minors. Recently, Commissioner Bruce Zagers 

and Island Secretary Tim Muller met with the 

recruitment officer for Flagler College, Judi 

Marino. Saba is no stranger to Flagler University. 

In the past, six Saba students has been enrolled 

and graduated from this college. Flagler College 

has already proven to help students of Saba to 

be successful in the pursuit of their dream 

careers. 

The Public Entity Saba and Flagler College have a 

common goal, which is to sign an agreement 

which would allow students from Saba to receive 

grants from the school. If this agreement 

materializes, it will provide a great opportunity 

for our students by making this college more 

affordable to attend. While on her visit to Saba, 

Judi Marino also met with representatives of the 

Saba Comprehensive School and students of 

Forms 4 and 5. Judi Marino presented 

information about Flagler College to the students 

and also outlined the process 

and system of attending any 

university in the USA. This was a great insight for 

students who are interested in attending an 

institution in America. Judi Marino also met with 

some parents of these students, who had the 

opportunity to ask any questions that they may 

have had.  

Flagler College has produced many successful 

graduates and we hope that many more 

students from Saba will attend this college in the 

future. More information about Flagler College 

can be found on their website www.flagler.edu/. 

Education 
 

Dutch Courses 

Computer Courses 

 

Exchange Programs 

http://www.flagler.edu/
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On September 12th 2016, Mr. Sander Piek, the 

new department head of Education who 

represents OCW here in the Caribbean, visited 

Saba for the first time. The ground breaking 

ceremony in St. John’s took place during his visit. 

During the Ceremony, a wooden house was 

demolished which signified the official start of 

the new school building project. The new 

buildings will provide classrooms for K1 and K2. 

The Laura Linzey Day Care Center will also 

relocate to this area.  

The building of the new classrooms and three 

other priority areas have been taken into 

consideration. Water storage is an important 

aspect of the new building area. Additional 

money has been made available to build a 

cistern, which will be used for the new buildings. 

The additional cistern will also be the next step in 

accomplishing the goal of the Executive Council, 

which is to increase the water storage capacity of 

government owned cisterns or buildings with 

cisterns.  

Parking in St. John’s has been a significant 

concern of the public and during the project 

options will be explored to increase the number 

of parking spaces available. In addition to this, 

next year a project by the Public Works 

Department will commence and their task will be 

to expand the parking lot between the gym and 

the Saba Comprehensive School. The 

infrastructure of the road by the schools in St. 

John’s will also go on bid before the end of the 

year. 

Another priority is the current location of the 

Laura Linzey Day Care building, which is not large 

enough to accommodate the number of children 

who need to attend day care. Commissioner of 

Education, Bruce Zagers, is actively lobbying for 

additional funding for the expansion of the 

current project plan, in order for the building to 

not only accommodate the current children, but 

also future population growth.  

This whole project will take approximately 3 

years before all construction is completed. Not 

only will there be new buildings but both the 

Sacred Heart School and the Saba 

Comprehensive School will be completely 

remodeled. 

  

St. John’s School Project 

Commissioner Zagers at St. Johns Groundbreaking Ceremony  
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Laura Linzey Day Care Center Celebrates 20 Years 
 

The Laura Linzey Day Care Center celebrated its 

twenty year anniversary on October 1st 2016. 

Twenty years ago, the commissioner at the time, 

Christina Woodley Charles, along with the 

Foundation of Early Childhood Care Saba, whose 

members were Dave Levenstone, Amorelle 

Granger, Franklin Wilson and Edwarda Richarson, 

made the dream of a day care center become a 

reality. Their dedication resulted in a day care 

which has had an enormous impact of the 

community of Saba. The day that the Laura 

Linzey Day Care Center, originally named the 

Care Bears Day Care Center, opened its doors, it 

began with five staff members and three 

children. The dedication of these first caregivers 

was shown when, not only did they care for the 

children during day, but also attended night 

classes to become certified. Thanks to sustained 

investment by the Public Entity Saba, the number 

of children has since grown to forty-six, with a 

staff of nine caregivers and one director.  

Recently, the Public Entity Saba, who is 

responsible for the children’s age group 0-4, 

together with The National Government has set 

up an investment plan for the Laura Linzey Day 

Care Center. This plan will include an increase in 

classroom locations for the day care, investment 

in training and education for staff members, and 

more materials to be used within the class 

rooms. On October 4th 2016, the first step of this 

plan commenced with the signing of a 1 year 

contract, with the possibility of renewal, 

between Commissioner of Youth Affairs Rolando 

Wilson and Reverend J. Rohim from Christ 

Church in the Bottom, for the rental of the 

Anglican John Canon Hall Rectory. This space will 

help to alleviate the pressure the Centre is 

presently facing, and will be used as an extra 

classroom for the three-four year olds until the 

day care moves to St. John’s, creating a more 

productive atmosphere for the children. The 

children partake in a daily routine which aims to 

prepare the children for K1. They learn the 

alphabet, numbers, shapes, and colours.  

In the past 20 years, the Laura Linzey Day Care 

has proven itself to be a valuable part of Saba’s 

community. It has exceeded expectations and 

past and present staff members should be proud 

of their achievements. The staff of the day care 

has created a solid foundation, which will be built 

upon. Saba can be very proud of the day care for 

its unique qualities and its stability within the 

region. The Public Entity Saba is dedicated to the 

continued investment of the Laura Linzey Day 

Care Center and to the youth of Saba and would 

like to thank the Anglican Vestry and Reverend J. 

Rohim for cooperating with this endeavor.

Commissioner of Youth Affairs Rolando Wilson and Reverend L. Rohim shake hands after the signing of the contract, 

witnessed by the Staff and children of the Laura Linzey Day Care Center 



Government Information Services   I   Public Entity Saba   I   Bulletin Newsletter November 2016 
 

 
 Page | 7  

  Don’t Forget to Recycle For Saba! 

Fanny de Swarte,  

Disaster Management  

Coordinator 

 

Disaster Prep App 

 

Earlier this year a new 

disaster management 

coordinator, Fanny de 

Swarte, joined us at the 

Public Entity. Fanny has 

extensive experience in 

disaster management. 

She worked in the 

European part of The 

Netherlands and also in 

Jamaica on disaster 

preparedness and has been involved in various 

rescue and relief operations such as the relief 

effort after the earthquakes of 2015 in Nepal. 

 

 

Together with RCN, the emergency phone 

numbers have been posted on various public 

buildings. A wallet size card was also distributed 

to all students of the Saba Comprehensive School 

and the Sacred Heart Primary School. The wallet 

size card with the emergency numbers can still 

be picked up at the administration building, the 

RCN building, the police station and the hospital.  

  

 

An application for smartphones has been 

developed for use in Saba. The app contains 

information about what to do during various 

disasters or situations, how to prepare for them 

and emergency numbers for before, during or 

after a disaster. The app will have the latest 

information from the government about extra 

measures to be taken or instructions for the 

public.  

 

The app can be downloaded via the normal play 

and app stores and is called “disasterprep Saba”.  

Once the app is downloaded, you will always 

carry the information in your phone. When there 

is an update, the information on your phone will 

be updated when it connects to the internet. 

Beyond the app, the Public Entity also continue 

to produce an annual hurricane brochure and 

will use Facebook, radio and this quarterly 

newsletter in order to keep people informed 

about how to prepare for a disaster, and its 

effects.  

 

 

Early September, a disaster management 

training session occurred for all of the 

organizations that are part of the disaster 

management organization. The training focused 

on collaboration between organizations, sharing 

of information and damage assessment. During 

the training, the safety partners discussed the 

future of and the priorities for disaster 

management on Saba. Their input will be used 

for discussion by the Executive Council and 

Islands Council at the beginning of 2017. 

  

Disaster Management  

Get Your Card with Emergency Numbers 

 

Download the New Disaster Prep 

App 

Disaster Management Training 

 



Government Information Services   I   Public Entity Saba   I   Bulletin Newsletter November 2016 
 

 
 Page | 8  

  Don’t Forget to Recycle For Saba! 

Saba HUREX 2016 

During October a multidisciplinary hurricane exercise took place on Saba. The Emergency Services and 

Safety partners trained together with the Dutch Military, the Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment 

and the Dutch Weather Services, KNMI. The goal of the exercise was to improve cooperation between 

various partners.  

Unfortunately, this year, a Naval Vessel was unable to take part in the exercise and therefore an open day 

which includes a visit to a Naval Vessel was not offered to the public, as it has happened in previous years. 

The Naval Vessel, De Pelikaan, was called upon to support the international rescue effort on Haiti, where 

they are doing an excellent job. 

In order to practice the rescue at a collapsed building, several volunteers played victims at the Saba 

Comprehensive School. Also the evacuation of the Old Age Home was practiced, where the clients of the 

Old Age Home were evacuated to the nearest hurricane shelter. The coordination level received calls 

from persons who were role playing as the Kingdom’s Representative, Media, concerned parents, 

Ministries in The Hague and ambassadors in order to mimic the pressure on that level during a real 

disaster.   

An evaluation session occurred after the exercise, where all partners reviewed the satisfactory exercise. 

The evaluation of the exercise led to a number of lessons learnt that can improve the reaction of several 

safety partners in the future. During the upcoming couple of months, the lessons learnt will be used to 

help revise Saba’s crisis plans. 

  

HUREX Scenarios at the Saba Comprehensive School and the Honorable Henry Carlyle Every Home for the Aged 
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Message from Public Health Department  

Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria  
 

What is it? 

Antibiotics are medicines used to prevent and 

treat bacterial infections. Antibiotic resistance 

occurs when bacteria change in response to the 

use of these medicines.  

Bacteria, not humans, become antibiotic 

resistant. These bacteria may then infect 

humans and are harder to treat than non-

resistant bacteria. MRSA is the best known 

example 

Key facts: 

 Antibiotic resistance is one of the 

biggest threats to global health today. It 

can affect anyone, of any age, in any 

country.  

 Antibiotic resistance occurs naturally, 

but misuse of antibiotics in humans and 

animals is accelerating the process. 

 A growing number of infections—such 

as pneumonia, tuberculosis, and 

gonorrhoea—are becoming harder to 

treat as the antibiotics used to treat 

them become less effective. 

 Antibiotic resistance leads to longer 

hospital stays, higher medical costs and 

increased mortality. Worldwide 700.000 

deaths are caused by antibiotic 

resistance every year. 

 

Antibiotic Resistance on Saba 
 

Several individuals on Saba have tested positive 

for resistant bacteria. We however do not 

currently know how prevalent it is on Saba. A 

small study at St Maarten Medical Centre on 

patients from Saba in 2013 suggested that Saba 

has less people carrying resistant bacteria than 

other islands in the region. 

What are the Public Health 

Department and the Saba Healthcare 

Foundation doing about it? 
 

Limiting misuse of antibiotics, by:  

 Adapting the Dutch antibiotic guidelines 

to the regional epidemiology together 

with the RIVM (Dutch National Institute 

of Health). 

 Clearly discussing the pros and cons of 

antibiotics with individual patients 

 Improving awareness of the problem 

(see ‘what can you do?’) 

Improving our knowledge on the local situation, 

by: 

 Testing for resistant bacteria during the 

large Health Study in 2017 

Limiting the spread of germs, especially in 

settings where resistant bacteria can be found, 

by: 

 Assessing and improving hygiene and 

infection prevention measures in the 

medical centre and old age home 

 Actively screening patients who have 

been hospitalised abroad 

What can you do? 

 
 Prevent infections by regularly washing 

hands, practice good food hygiene, 

avoid close contact with sick people and 

keep vaccinations up to date  

 Only use antibiotics when prescribed by 

a certified health professional 

 Always take the full prescription 

 Never use left-over antibiotics  

 Never share antibiotics with others
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COLOPHON 

This newsletter is a publication of G.I.S, 

Public Entity Saba and aims to provide 

updated information to the 

community of Saba. 

Do you want to react to the contents 

of the newsletter or do you have 

suggestions or contributions for the 

next edition? 

Please email: info@sabagov.nl 
Website: www.sabagov.nl  

 

December 2nd 2016 “Hold My Memories Dear” 

Children’s Week Saba November 20th – 26th 2016  

This month Children’s Week Saba will take place for the 

first time. During the week entertainment, lectures and 

educational activities will be provided for different age 

groups. The week is initiated by various stakeholders to 

emphasize the importance of children’s rights and to 

promote inclusiveness of children. Don’t miss out on our 

fun and exciting week! Follow us on Facebook for more 

information: www.facebook.com/sabacw and look for 

the upcoming schedule on the public bulletin boards. 

http://www.facebook.com/sabacw

