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Dear Voter,
My name is Bruce Zagers and I am your number 3
candidate on the W.I.P.M. slate for the upcoming Island
Council election. I will be seeking re-election for my third
consecutive term as Commissioner to serve Saba and
her people. This election, as with any, is of the utmost
importance for the future development of Saba. Now,
more than ever, it is important that you the voter are
well informed about the vision and goals of all the

candidates, so that on Election Day you can vote with confidence, knowing you have made the best
decision. With this pamphlet, I will highlight some of my accomplishments and outline my goals for the
upcoming four years as your Commissioner and prove that my next term will be that of continued
development for the betterment of Saba.

During the constitutional transformation process, it was agreed that after 5 years there would be an
evaluation. An independent committee has already been established and the process will officially start
on April 1st 2015. This committee is comprised of former high level politicians, former governors and
professionals. Your elected and appointed representatives will lead Saba through this evaluation period
where almost every aspect of the constitutional transformation will be assessed. The outcome of this
election will determine who will negotiate your future and the future of generations to come. This evaluation
is our first opportunity to ensure that significant changes can be made to improve our way of life. As your
Commissioner, I guarantee that I will be dedicated to this process and will fight for what is best for
Saba and her people.

During my tenure as Commissioner of Finance, Saba has achieved exceptional and historical results in the
area of Financial Management. We are the only island in the Dutch Caribbean to ever receive positive audit
statements on government financial management. This was achieved for the years 2012 and again for 2013.
For the past years, government has been able to close its books with budgetary surpluses and has even
started to build reserves. By making responsible decisions and having a very motivated financial team, Saba
has proven to be the lead island in the Dutch Caribbean when it concerns financial management. As a result
of this progress, Saba has been able to secure two interest free loans for projects and will probably secure
a third one this year.  When re-elected, this forward progress will be one of my main priorities.
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Budgetary Support
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Approximately 95% of Saba’s total budget is financed by the Netherlands. There is an ongoing study to
determine if the amount that the island government receives is sufficient. In the coming months your elected
representatives will have to negotiate the final outcome on a political level in the Netherlands. Capable and
experienced representation is a must to lead these negotiations on behalf of Saba. As your Commissioner,
I will strive to get additional funding for the following:

to improve and expand programs that provide educational and employment opportunities for our youth

to create a social affairs department that can better coordinate and improve available opportunities
for our society

to invest in our existing tourism product and expand our marketing possibilities
to help boost the economy

to improve government services by increasing employment opportunities in departments where there is
a lack of capacity, through the development of training programs for all civil servants

to improve communication between government and its stakeholders

to continue investing in the island’s infrastructure in the broadest sense

The economy of Saba is dominated by the Saba University School of Medicine, which is the only medical
school in the Caribbean to be accredited both in the United States and Europe, with tourism coming in
second. I am a committed supporter to the growth of the medical student population as this will increase the
rental possibilities for the many who have invested in building apartments. 

Improving our existing tourism product is of the utmost importance as well. Additional investments should
be made into repairing trails, expanding the trail network, protecting our shores from erosion, improving
moorings and most importantly continue seeking the marketing opportunities that will best promote our
island paradise. We must also seek new, realistic possibilities that will complement and expand our
brand, which is Saba.

Promoting agricultural development by expanding services and support which can be offered through
the Department of Agriculture. Supporting and protecting the rights of our local fishermen must continue
to be a priority. Both agriculture and fishing are long treasured means of sustenance to the economy
and the Saban people, and must never become obsolete.

Economic Development
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As the Commissioner responsible for Planning and Public Works, I have proven to be dedicated to
improving the island’s infrastructure. From the harbor to the airport the upgrades are visible. Where possible,
roads have been widened. Where needed, retaining walls have been built and safety walls heightened and
strengthened.

As your Commissioner, I will continue to pursue projects that will upgrade our island’s infrastructure.
Improving street signs, road markings, street lights and continuing with widening roads and improving wall
structures will remain at the top of my priority list.

Infrastructure
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Fort Bay Harbor - Extensive Modernization
© malachy multimedia n.v

Island wide - Ongoing Road Improvements
© malachy multimedia n.v
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Infrastructure
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The Bottom - Wilhelmina Park Ongoing Development
© malachy multimedia n.v

Cove Bay -  Rejuvination
© malachy multimedia n.v

Windwardside - Parking Expansion
© malachy multimedia n.v

St. John’s - Road Repair and  Repathing
© malachy multimedia n.v
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The Harbor is our main life line, as all imported
goods and a large percentage of our tourists pass
through it. Securing funding to reinforce the
breakwaters and to dredge the harbor basin is a
vital necessity to Saba’s connection to the
neighboring islands and the world.

During my next term, a feasibility study and a
realistic master plan will be made to outline the
possibilities of constructing an additional pier so
that services can be expanded and improved. If
we want to further expand our tourism product,
separating commercial traffic and tourism related
activities must be realized.

Waste management has been a long-standing
problem for Saba and her inhabitants. Since
becoming a Commissioner in 2007 I recognized
that a proper environmental solution must be
found for waste management.  After years of
lobbying, based on my initiative, we are now able
to take the next big step in improved waste
management on Saba. During the past few months,
the landfill or dump as most know it, has been
transformed into a state of the art recycling facility.

As your Commissioner I will take great pride in
ensuring that this investment continues to receive
the support it needs so that it can be a success,
especially for the people who live in St. Johns
and The Bottom. The open burning of garbage
that has plagued so many for the past decades
will soon be a thing of the past!

The Harbor
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Much has been done and continues to be done in the field of medical care, and the results are very visible.
However, improvements can always be made to the current insurance package offered to the people of
Saba and I will continue to fight for this.  Our healthcare structure should be one where the patient comes
first. I will see to it that patients no longer have to leave the island for medical treatment without receiving
their daily allowance. Patients should focus on getting better, not worrying about what they are entitled to.

I will lobby tirelessly for an improved insurance package which is much more efficient. This efficiency will
allow for savings within the existing budget and will ultimately allow for services such as dental care and
physical therapy to be reintroduced. These are major points, which will be brought forth during the
constitutional evaluation.

During the course of 2015 the Saba Benevolent Foundation and the Saba Health Care Foundation will
merge. As Commissioner of Health, I have been tasked with being the chairman of a special supervisory
board which will oversee this fusion. During this process, it is imperative that measures continue to be
taken to improve services and care for those who reside in the Old Home. Also, based on my initiative,
a policy to introduce an adult day care for our senior citizens has been prepared with the assistance from a
trainee from the Netherlands. This policy will be used as a guiding document for future developments and
can be a tool to negotiate for additional funding to enhance elderly care.

Last year I signed an agreement with the Dutch Government which will allow for investments to be made to
increase the quantity of water and to improve the quality of drinking water on the island. Construction has
already started on a large grey water cistern in Windwardside. During the course of this year there will be
other projects to expand storage for both grey water and potable water. This year a project to install state of
the art water filtration systems in each household will be launched. This will not only improve water quality
but it will also save you money as it will reduce your dependency on bottled water. These filtration systems
will be purchased through the water project and will be installed free of charge.

Health Care
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It is known that the cost of living on Saba is the highest in the Dutch Kingdom. During the evaluation,
all efforts must be made to improve our standard of living, by increasing purchasing power and bringing
both the minimum wage and social benefits to an acceptable level, which is above the poverty line.

Developing a Social Affairs Department is of utmost importance. This can lead to expanding and improving
programs, primarily for the youth, so that we can properly address social problems on the island.

The existing youth employment program has proven to be successful, but it needs to be expanded so
that more opportunities can be provided for those who have difficulties finding permanent employment.

Opportunities and services for single parents, pensioners and the less fortunate should be expanded.

Providing possibilities for adult education must also be enhanced. Improving these areas will all lead to
a stronger society and a stronger future for Saba.

A culture policy needs to be developed and it must entail having more traditional arts and crafts activities,
along with local history being included into the school curriculum at all levels. Supporting existing cultural
activities and enhancing the various sporting programs will continue to receive my dedicated attention.
Improving sporting facilities and building additional playgrounds in all villages will also be a priority.

Improving communication during my next term is essential, particularly during this crucial evaluation
period. The flow of information between Government and the community can and should be improved.
At this time the Government website and social media presence is in full development which will greatly
improve the flow of information.

Internal communication between the different levels of government also needs to be enhanced.
Improving transparency is crucial if we want to harmonize the relationship between government
and society.

Social Affairs
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In the coming days and weeks leading up to the election, many will try to confuse you and attempt to paint
a negative picture of your current government and that a change is needed.

My response is this: Read this pamphlet, along with the W.I.P.M. Party program and the Saba
Development Plan, and if you have questions, allow me to answer them. Also, inform yourself about the
opposing party and how the electorate process works.  After doing this, you should ask yourself if this is
the change that Saba really needs, especially at a time when serious negotiations must take place during
the constitutional evaluation.

On Election Day, make an informed decision and vote for continued stability in government. Vote for the
party which has served and represented Saba for the last 45 years. Vote W.I.P.M. Vote for the candidate
who has a proven track record and delivers.

In closing I would like to thank you for taking the time to read my pamphlet and know that I am here to
answer any questions you have.

Vote Bruce Zagers, your humble and dedicated candidate!

Dedicated to serving you!
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